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Abby Lengel, Burlington, Colorado

HEN SHE WAS NINE YEARS OLD, ABBY LENGEL BEGAN TAKING LES-
Wsons from reining trainer Drake Johnson. Even
though Lengel was young, she knew she wanted to com-
pete in Reining. She held on to her dream, kept taking les-
sons from Johnson and when she turned 16, her parents
bought her a reining horse.

“I didn’t know anything when I first started lessons,”
Lengel said. “Drake has brought me so far and been so en-
couraging and patient.”

Though she’s only been showing a little more than five
years, Lengel has already exceeded her own expectations.

“Last year at the (2011 Cinch NRHA Non Pro) Futu-
rity my goal was to make the level 4 non pro finals. I made
the finals, plus I ended up winning the go-round in levels 1
and 2. I won over $32,000. I never dreamed that was ever
going to happen,” she said.

Lengel, currently a junior at West Texas A&M majoring in

agriculture business, plans to keep her
mare, Einsteinshersheykiss, and show as
much as she can this year.

“Ijust love how detailed and precise Rein-
ing is. There are so many variables, so many
things to work on,” Lengel said. “T'm not sure
what the future holds, but T know I'll always
be involved with Reining in some way.”

Though Lengel and her three siblings
grew up on the family farm, she’s the only
one involved with horses.

“I'm very blessed that my family supports me. They go to as

many shows as they can,” she said. “None of this would have
been possible without my parents supporting me financially.
I'm very grateful for that.”4




